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The Union County Cross Country Boys Team on the winners’ podium Saturday after taking
Second Place in the state tournament.

difficult of the two.

“Nobody expected me to
win my first (championship),”
she said. “This year, everyone
knew that I was going for two
in a row, so there was a lot of
expectations riding on me.”

Meanwhile, the Union
County boys were unable to
repeat as State Champions,
coming in Second Place in

a tight battle among the Top
Three.

Oglethorpe County held
off Union County by four
points and Third Place Bleckley
County by seven to claim the
Class AA State title.

Leading the way
for the Panthers was junior
Luke Gambrell, who placed
fourth with a time of 17:35.

Photo by Todd Forrest

Sophomore Hunter Hartzog
came in 11th with a time of
17:55, but it wasn’t enough to
topple Oglethorpe.

For more on Union
County’s day at the Class AA
State Championships, plus
interviews with Sanchez and
Head Coach Paige Dyer,
check out this week’s Sports
Section.
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they’re a Woodmen member and
have something with us, if they
get killed in the line of duty,
we give their family an extra
$25,000.

“We just wanted to make
sure they were aware of that.”

Swanson and Shumaker
did sell policies to several first
responders over the two-day
luncheon, but everyone got a
steak lunch regardless of who
did and didn’t buy life insurance
coverage.

“We appreciate everything
first responders do,” Swanson
said. “We understand it’s a hard
job, and we want to show our
appreciation.”

For his part, Sheriff Mack
Mason said he was thankful to
Swanson, Shumaker and others
in the community willing to
express their gratitude for the
hard work of Union County’s first
responder men and women.

“Considering the way
some parts of the nation are
against law enforcement in this
day and time, Union County
citizens are not like that,” Mason
said. “T attribute that to us having

WoodmenlLife cooked 100 steaks for ﬁfst responders using this

mobile gas grill at the Union County Sheriff’s Office on Oct.

29 and Oct. 30.

a good staff and coverage to do
our jobs. When people have a
need, we rise to the challenge.

“It’s very comforting to
have businesses and citizens
behind us. If you’ve got a low
crime rate, the citizens can go
about their day to day activities,
and I’ve always said that our
biggest asset is the people of this
county backing us.

“When they see
something, they let us know,

they have confidence in us
to call us, that we’ll address
the situation at hand. And I
appreciate them doing that very
much.”

Added Mason, “We
appreciate our businesses as
well. We try our best to protect
them and their assets. They
support us, and the citizens of
the county support us, and I'm
just very thankful for that.”

& LocaAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FORALL YOUR CONCRETEINEEDS ~
Forming|through|Finishing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks,
Colored/ Concrete. Top Quality, Work!
Big Jobs and Small/Jobs!

Servmg North Georgla since1997:<Insured’ |

" Call 706-781-1806

Tom’s Truck & Auto

Stamped

706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

QAN HOME FURNIGHNGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

L

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

QQT AL RECOVER )
MNN\___ N\

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)
® Hair Trimming

@ Nail Trimming J
@ Full Service Wash

® Flea & Tick Dip

o More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706040092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

_ Southeast Geothermal
& & Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Guided Trail Ride

¥ Fall Foliage from Horseback ¥

Book now for your fall foliage
ride in one of North Georgia’s
most beautiful mountain settings

706-745-5252
One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides
through serene woods, open meadows and
mountain streams. Reservations recommended

(706) 745-0264

www. Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG

' Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment + Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALIST YU

706-400-2574 "

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,

R, Trust
ﬁ T ntegrity
) . Guidance
Taylor Insurance Group
WE DO WHAT

OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” B3T3

AGS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,
Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

cAmbiy’s cAttic

Vintage - Antique - Unique
Seasons Inn Plaza ~ 94 Town Square Plaza ~ 706-530-5005

CYCLE PRO
,ﬂm EVERYTHIN(: ;:::::;::’:eﬂf:E
Motorcycle Gear

Riding Pants /Jackets
Tires / Service

1538 Blue Ridge Hwy.
Blairsville, Ga. 30512

706- 400-5544

Ford * Hayesville, NC ¢ 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC + 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.369.5003

SIACKY JON

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




